
TRUK DISTRTCT I,EGISI.ATURE

TWEIITY-STXTII REGUT,AR SESSTON, FrRST $PECrAr SESSTON, 1976
TEL No.  26 . -J . -L6
ACT NO. 26-L-L3

A}iI ACT

ESTABIJISHING A COMMISSION ON F'UTURE POLITICAL STATUS A}ID ECONOMIC DEVEIOPMENT,

APPROPRIATING E'UNDS TI{I'RftIFORE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Bg IT ENACTED BY TIIE TRUK DISTRICT LEGISLATURE THAT:

section L EE!g!liEiung!!:_ chapter 9, Title 5 of the Truk District

€ode is established as follows:

Chapter 9.

Comrnission on rutu@con

Sections

201 Establishment

2O2 Members

2O3 Removal

2O4 Organization

205 Committees

zOG Meetings

2O7 Duties and ResPonsibilities

2OA Investigations

2O9 Administrative SuPPort

2LO Compensation of Mernbers

zl-L Annual APProPriation

2I2 Report

2J-3 SeverabilitY Clause

section 201. Establishment. There is established a Comnission

on Future Political status and Economic Development (the Conmission).

Section 2O2. Members. Members of the Conmnission shall be Trust

Territory citizens and residents of Truk District.

(f) Members by virtue of thej.r posi'iion sha1I be:

(a) gruk District }\drninj-strator;

(b) Speaker, Truk.Distrj.ct legislature

(c) President of the Truk rihgistrates coDference; and

(d) One member of the Comnj.ssiou on Frrture Political

Status and Transition, created
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by Public f.a{'No. 6-87', appointed by the Truk

District: Leg.islature.

Members by appoinlrnent subject to the advice and

consent of the Legistature or a cornmitlee thereof

shall ,be:

(d) ,Four appointed by the Trrrk D,istricu Administratort

(b) Four Iegislators appointed by the SPeaker of the

Truk District Legislature;

(c) one Magistrate appointed by the President of

Truk Magistrates Conferencei

(d) One Congressman appointed by the Truk District

Delegation to the Congress of Micronesia; and

(e) Olre appointed by the Truk Chadber of connerce

who shall be a member of the Charnber.

Appointed members shall serve two year terms and shall

be first appointed within thirty daye of this Act

becoming 1aw.

A vacancy of an appointed member on the Conunission shall

be filleit in the same manner as the original appointment.

MenUrers appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve only

for the unexpiredj:term.

(5) Vacancles or absences of members by. virtue of position

as designated in Subsection (1), Section 202 of this

Act, shall be filled in accordance with the IaId govern-

ing succession to or assumption of the concerned posi-

tion in a tenporarll or permanent capacity.

Section 203. Removal. An appointed member of the Commission may

be removed from menbership for failurd to carry out his duties and re-

sponsibilities as a mernber by a two-thj-rd vote of the entire membership

of the Commission.

section 204. organization. The Conunission shal1 be convened no

later than sixty days after the effective date of this Act by the Speaker

of the Truk District Legislature, who shall act as
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temporary chairman of the comnission until a permanent chaix-

man of the Corutlission has been elected by and from among J.ts

members. The time and place of the first meeting of tshe com-

missioh shall be designated by the sPeaker' The Cororission may

elect other officers and esbablish procedures as it deenrs nec-

essaJcy arral consistent with the provisions of this Chapter'

section 205. cqllrolllggE:- At its first meeting the Corfliis-

sion shaLL divide ibself into t$'o committees' to be known as

the Cotntnittee on Future Political Status and the Conanittee on

Econornic DeveloPment, and shafl prescribe the duties and res-

ponsibilities to each committee as it deems appropriate and

consistent with t-he purpose of t'his Act' The' Conunission may

estabtish other coanittees and subconmitbee$ as i"t deems neq-

essary. No decision or act of any committee or subcommittee

of the Comnti.ssion shall be final as to the Conuniss:Lon uniess

approved bY the Cormnission'

Section 206. Meetings. The Conunissiorr shall meet as ofterl

and at such places and tjmes as rnay be clesignated by the Chair-

man or by the Conunissi-on itself' Its cornnittees and subcom-

m i t t e e s o r t h e c h a i r m a n t h e r e o f m a y c a l . l m e e t i n g s o f t h e i r r e s -

pective corunittees or subconmittees aE such tijnes ancl pJ-aces

designated in the convening caII" Two-thirds of the members

crf the Cornunission shalt constitute a quorum of tlre Commission

for aII purPosesr and a decision of the Commissiorr shalt re'quire

the aplr{gval of a Irtajority of the quorum'

section 207. Duties er14-sgqPons.ibi.l+i9Ei- lhe conunission

shalf make reconmendations to ghe Truk District Adroinistrator and

Truk Dj"sErict Legisl"attlre relating to:

(f) Future Pofitical Stat'';rs of the Trust Terri-

tory of the Pacific Islands and truk District;

{2) The Constitution of che Federai:ed States

of Micronesia;

(3) The formulation and implementation of a

constitution for tlie state of Truk under

the constitution of the Federaeed states

of Micronesia;
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(4') Recommendations of the Commission on E\rture

politicai Status and Transition (Pi:blic Iaw No. 6-87)

that pertain to Truk Distrj-ct; and

(5) Impletnentation of the hdicative Developnent Plan

established pursuant to PubLic Law No. 6-56 as it

- peftains to Truk District.

Section 208. Investigation,s.

(I) Conunittees.

(21

( 3 )

(a) An investigating cornnittee of the Commiss,j.on

which may consist of the cornmittee of the

irhole or subconmittees whlch shall donsist

of no less than three menbers.

(b) A quorum shall consist of a majority of the

totaL authorized number of menbers of the

cotrmittee.

(c) No action shall be taken by a connittee at

any meeting unless a quorum is present. The

cormittee may act by a majority vote of the

members present and voting at a meeting at

rilhich there is a quonrm, unless the provisions

of this act or any other statute requires a

greater number or proportion.

Hearings. An investigating comnittee may hold

hearings appropriate for the performance of

its duties, at such tirnes and places as the

corilnittee determines.

Issuance of subpoenas.

(a) lltre Chairman of the Coiqimission may issue

subpoenas requiring the attendance of \,tit-

nesses and subpoenas d.uces tecun requiring

the production of books, documents, or other

evidence, in any matter pending before the

Couunission or conmittees, as the case nay

( 4 )
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(b) Every investigating conmrittee, by

najority vote of all its members, may

issue subpoenas duces tecuh re-

quiring the production of books'

d.ocuments, or other evidence. in any

matter pending before the conunittee.

Any subpoena, warran:E of arrest or

other pf,ocess issued under the author-

5"ty of the Commission shall run in the

name of the Truk Di.Etrict Government:

and be addressed to any or all of the

fol3.owinE officers: the Chief of Police

of the Truk District or his deputies or

any nnunicipql:lty wi-thin Truk Distri.dt.

The subpoena, Idarrant or other process

shall be slgned by the Chainnan of the

Comrission, shaLl contal-n a reference

to the rule of resolution. or other neans,

by which the taking of testimony or other

evidence, or the issuarrce of such ldarrant

or other process' was authorizedn anil

shall, in the case of a surilnons or Bub-

poena, set f,ort-h in general terms the mat--

ter or question with reference to which

the testimony or other evidence is to he

taken"

Any off,icer to whom such process is di-

rected, if within his territorial juris-

diction, shall f,orthwi,th serve or execute

the same upon deli-very "dhereof to him"with-

out charge or comPensation"

Notice to witnesses"

(a) service of a eubBoena requiring the attend-

ance of a person at a hearing of an inves-

tigatinE cormrlttee shall' be made at least

five days prior to the date of the hearing

(c )

(d)
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untess 
" 

ril;;J-d;;itja 
'"i"iiiie 

is. arlltrijiizeii '.
:  r  r -  ,  , , i  , . , . ,  .  . . :  ,  .  ' . . 1 ; ; , . t ,  . . i '  .

by a najority vote of all the nember of the

comnittee in a particular instance when, in their

opinion, the giving of five days notice is not

: ,, 
practig4ble but if a shbrtei period of time is

I 
,authoti.ledlr the person Subpoenaed.,shall be

given teasontble notice of the hearing, consistent,  '  ] : . , ,
with the particular circumstances involved.

I tb) , 
hV 

ry5sott who is senved with a subpoena to

attend a hearj.ng'of an investigating corunittee

, "t:o 
shall be served with a generlal staternent

,,,, ,ilfornils 
hin of the subject matter of the conurit-

tees investigation or inquirlu, and a notice that

. he nay be accontrnnied at the hearing by counseJ.

1f 
n1s -own choosing.

(4) Conduct of Hearinqs.

t"t eff hearings of. an investigating comnittee shall.  ' '  . .  ;
be pubLic unless the conndttee, by two-third vote

:  , . , a  j . .

of all 
:t .rtg 

nembers determines that a hearing

should not be. 6pen to the public in a particular

instance.

(b) :Itre Ctraj-rman of an investigating comnittee if

present and et'le to act shall preside at all hear-

,, ings of the conmittee and sha1l conduct the ex-

amination of a witness himsetf or supervise ex-

anination by other members of the conmittee, the

couunitteers counsel, or members of the committeers

staff who are so authorized. In the Chairman's
,  ,  ,  

.  , :  I

.alspnce 
or d.isability, the vice-chainnan shall

. ,serve as presiding officer.

. 
(c) No hearing or part thereof, shall be broadcast

.except,upon approval of the committee, by a

m,ajority vote of all of its mernbers.
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(5) Right to Counsel and Submission of questions-

(a) Every witness at a hearing of an inves-

tigating comittee nay be accompanied

by counsel of his own choosing, who rnay

attvisb the rilithess as to his rights' sub-

ject to reasonable limitations which the

comittee nny prescribe to Prevent ob-

strustion of or interference with the

orderly conduct of the hearing"

(b) Any witness at a hearing, or his counsel,

nay submit to the conmiltee pro5rosecl

guestions to be aeked of the witness"sr

any other vrltness relevant to tbe iltatters

upon ldtiich there has been any questioninE

or submission of evidence, and the comnl"t-

tae shall ask rnrch questions as are

appropriate to the subject natter of the

hearing.

(6) Testl@ny.

(a) An lnvestigating cormrittee may cause a

record to be nrade of atl proceeilings in whlch

testi-nony or other evidence is demanded or

adiluced, which record shall include rulings

of the chair, questj.ons of the conmittee and

its staff, the testixnony or responses of,

witnesseg, sworn written statements sub-

nitted to the coumittee, and such other IriatterE

as the conmittee or its chairnan nay d5-r:ri:cfl'

(b) Any testinony given or adduced at a hearinE

nay be uniler oath or affifination if the coumit*

tee so requires.

(c) lltre presiding offS.cer of an investigating

cotmrittee may administer an oath or affir-

rnation to a ltitness at a hearing of such

cormlittee "
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*biEs 
iiri iirj "ii'ffi-cE"' ht " ir hdh rfnE'ftay**-

.' direCt a'witness to anslrer any relevant
n , t l  ' i  t i ; ; )

question or furnish any relevant book,

paper, or other document, the prbduction
l l

of which has been requS.red by slrbpoena

duces tecum. Unleas the diteqtion is
,  r  : -  ' r . 1 i

over-ruled by a majority. vote of the com-

'nittee 
memlcers present, disobedience shall

.  a  :  :  " , .

constitute contemPt.

(e) A witness at a hearing or his counsel,

rdith the consent of a najority of the com-
' -  

"  : : 1

mittee members present at the hearing,
,  I  "  

' r ; ; : i !

nai file with the conmittee for incorporation

i.nto the record of the hearing any sldorh
'  j  . - . :

lrritten statements relevant to the purpose,

subject natter, and scope of the com.mitteers

investigation or ilquiry.

(f) A witness at a hearing, upon his request,
I  . $ r

at his or{n expense. shaLl be furnished a

transcrlpt of testirnony at the hearing, if

a recoril of the sarne is lcept.

(S) Tesginony anil other evidence given or adduced

at a hearing closed to the public shal1 not

nraile public unless authorized by a najor-

ity vote of all of the members of the com-

nittee frorn which the testimony or other

., 
evidence may be released.

(h) All infornation of a defamatory or highly

prejudicial nature received by or for the

corimittee other than in an open or closed

hearing shall be deemed to be confidentlal.

No such inforuration shall be made public

unless authorized by a majority vote of all

members of the conmittee for legislative

purposes, or unless its use is required for

judicial purposes.
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(7) Interested Persons.

(a) Any Person whose nasre is mentioned or

(b)

(c )

who is otherniae ittentifiedl during a hear-

ing of an investigating cornmittee and vtho

in the opinion of the corf,rittee rnay be

adversely affected thereby, may u'Pon his

request or Erny nernber of the cotrmitteet

appear personally bef,ore the comnittee

and testify in his own behalf" or with

the comnitteels consent-, file a sworn

written statement of facts or other doc-

rulentary evidence for incorporation into

the record of the hearing'

Upon the consent of a majority of its

members, an investigating comroittee may

per:nit any other person to appear and

testify at a hearing or submiL a sttorn

written statement of facts or ottrer doc-

urnentary evidence for incorporation into

the record thereof. No request to aPpeax,

aptrEarance, or submission of evidence shall

lirnit in any way the investigating conunitteers

power of subpoena,

Any person who appears before an inves-

ligating cotmrittee pursuant to this Section

shall have alt the rights, pri.vileges and

responsi5ilities of a rrtitness provided by

this Act"

Contempt.

(a) A person shall be in contempt j-f he:

(i) fails or refuses to aPpear in com-

Pliance with a subPoena or, havinqi

aPPeareal, fails or refuses to testify

under oath or affirmationl

(ii) fails or refuses to answer any relevant

question or faiLs or refuses to furnish

any relevant book, I>aper cr other doe-

(8)
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ument subPoenaed bY or on behalf

of an investigating connittee; or

(iii) exhibits disrespect of an inves-

tigating committee by unlawfullY,

knowingJ-y, and wilfully interferi-ng

directly with the operation and

function of such conunittee by open

defiance of an order in or near the

meeting place of such committee, bY

disturbing the peace in or near meet-

ing pIace. by interfering with an

officer of such committee in the

lawful performance of his official

duties, or unlawfully detaining or

threatening an17 witness of such com-

mit tee because of  that  person's

duty as a wi tness.

(b) . An investigating conmittbdSfifig, 
''6y'i';n-

: 
jqrlly v.ote of all its iiiiiiribet€'i fepoit to

' the chairman of the Corunisgion' any in-
.  r : ' r  j

stance of alleged contenPt. Ttre chair-man

sfrgl| certify a statement of''such cohtempt

to the Attorney General- or District Attorney

ttll? ehatl Prosecute the offender in any

, pf.oPer court of the Trust Territory.

(9)  Penal t ies.

(a) A person guilty of contempt under this Act

shall upon conviction be fined not more

than $1 ,-o00 or implisgn;d. n9! Tgre 
than one

Yq4r or both.

(b) If any investigating comnittee fails in

.any material respect to comply with the

requirements of this Act, any person sub-

ject to a subpoena or a subpoena duces tecrnn

who is injured by such failure shall- be

relieved of any requirement to attend the

hearing for which the subpoena was issued

Q . )
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or, if present' to testify or Produce

' 
evidence therein; and such failure shall

be a conplete defense in any preceeding

against the person for contemPt or other

punislrment.

(c) Any witness shall have only privileges

against testifying or producing other

evidence under subgoena duces tecun r,zhich

are:

(i) authorLzed by Part. V of the

Trust Territory Rules of Evidence; or

(ti) required bI' the Trust TerritorY B1:[,I

of RiEhts or other 1aw appli.cable to

the Erust Territory.

(tl) Any person other than the witness concerned

, or his counsel. wlro violates the provisions

of Faragraphs (S) or (h) of subsection (6i of

this sectlon shatl upon conviction be fined

not more than $500 or imprisoned not rnore

than six months' or'both. The Attorney Gen-

eral or the District Attorney on his own

motion 
.9r 

on the appJ.ication of anv person

claiming,to have been Lnjured or prejudiced

by an unauthorized disclosure, nray institute

proceedings for trial of the issue and im-

position of the penalties Srrovided herei.n"

section 209. Adnlnistrative support:-

(1) The Corurission and its conurittees shall be assistr'+d

ln the perfotrnance of, their duties and responsibilities by:

(a) the staff of the Truk District Leglslature' which

shall provide adninistrative and technical assist-

ance as nay be necessaryi and

(b) officers and employees of the Truk District Gov-

ernment who shall cooperate with the Conmission

or its coltnittees, furnish information and other

assLgtance as nay be catled fsr Ln connectio$

with the activities of the comnission.

(11) 8 3



section 3. Reversion' Any funds appropriatedl bi' this Act renaining un-

expended and unobligated on Septetrer 30' L9?7. shall revert to the General Fund

of the Truk District legislature.

section 4. Effectlve Date. lltris Act shaLl take effect upon its approval

by the District Adninistrator, Truk, or upon its beconring law wLthout such approval.

Date:

I€gislative Clerk/Secretary
Truk District I€gLslature

Actlng DLstrict Adninistrator, Truk

o^r", O7'*/ zzt /7zd

$ruk District I€gislature
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